
pacifist person opposed to the use of war or violence to settle disputes 
(p. 85) 

partisan favoring one side of an issue (p. 268) 
patent a document that gives an inventor the sole legal right to an 

invention for a period of time (pp. 308, 535) 
Patriots American colonists who were determined to fight the British 

until American independence was won (p. 145) 
patroon landowner in the Dutch colonies who ruled like a king over 

large areas of land (p. 83) 
perjury lying when one has sworn an oath to tell the truth (p. 576) 

persecute to treat someone harshly because of that person’s beliefs or 
practices (p. 76) 

petition a formal request (pp. 148, 196) 
pilgrimage a journey to a holy place (p. 42) 

Pilgrims Separatists who journeyed to the colonies during the 1600s for 
a religious purpose  (p. 77) 

plantation a large estate run by an owner or manager and farmed by 
laborers who lived there (p. 55) 

plurality largest single share (p. 335) 
poll tax a tax of a fixed amount per person that had to be paid before 

the person could vote (p. 519) 
popular sovereignty political theory that government is subject to the will of the 

people (p. 218); before the Civil War, the idea that people 
living in a territory had the right to decide by voting if slavery 

would be allowed there (p. 442) 
preamble the introduction to a formal document, especially the 

Constitution (pp. 151, 217) 
precedent a tradition (p. 259) 
prejudice an unfair opinion not based on facts (p. 392) 
presidio Spanish fort in the Americas built to protect mission 

settlements (p. 54) 
privateer armed private ship (pp. 179, 297) 

Prohibition the nationwide ban on the manufacture, sale, and 
transportation of liquor in the United States that went into 

effect when the Eighteenth Amendment was ratified in 1919 (p. 
550) 

propaganda ideas or information designed and spread to influence opinion 
(pp. 137, 547) 

proportional to be the same as or corresponding to (p. 203) 
proprietary colony colony run by individuals or groups to whom land was granted 

(pp. 83, 111) 
pueblo home or community of homes built by Native Americans (pp. 

29, 54) 
Puritans Protestants who, during the 1600s, wanted to reform the 

Anglican Church (p. 77) 
 


